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NEWSLETTER
Nanum Wungthim
Rangers
Nanum Wungthim Rangers have had
another productive month, continuing
important work to protect Country through
feral animal management, turtle
conservation and environmental
monitoring. Throughout June, the team
participated in aerial pig culling operations,
wetland surveillance, cultural site
discussions and specialist training
delivered in partnership with Cape York
NRM and other key organisations.

Napranum Men's Group come together for on Country camp
Our On Country Men's Camp provided a valuable opportunity for participants to reconnect with Country,
strengthen cultural identity, and spend time learning in a supportive environment. Through shared experiences,
practical activities, and meaningful conversations, participants were encouraged to build confidence, resilience,
leadership skills, and stronger connections with one another.
The camp also reinforced the importance of caring for Country, respecting culture, and passing traditional
knowledge on to future generations. By bringing men together in a safe and respectful setting, the camp fostered
wellbeing, mateship, and a sense of belonging, while creating lasting memories and strengthening community
ties. Together, we continue to build stronger men, stronger families, and a stronger Napranum community.

Empowering Our
Community
Together
Exciting things are happening across Napranum
as community-led initiatives continue to create
positive outcomes for local people. From
strengthening culture and wellbeing through the
Men's Group, to supporting local entrepreneurs in
growing new businesses, and expanding the
important work of the Nanum Wungthim
Rangers, these programs are helping build a
stronger, more resilient future for our
community. Read more about these stories
throughout this edition.

On Country Consulting continues to create meaningful cultural
learning experiences through its On Country Cultural Awareness
Program, led by Ernest Madua Junior. Recently, Cairns AFL staff and
students had the opportunity to learn firsthand about the culture,
history and traditions from Ernest Jnr and elders while spending time
On Country. Through storytelling, cultural knowledge sharing and
hands-on activities, participants gained a deeper understanding of
the importance of Country, strengthening respect and their own  
connection to county.

On Country Consulting sharing cultural experience with youth
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WORDS FROM CEO
Hello everyone! 

As we move through the middle of the year, I would like to provide the community with an update on some of the
key projects, partnerships and initiatives currently underway at Napranum Aboriginal Shire Council. 

Community WiFi Coming to Napranum 
Council is pleased to advise that Napranum has been successful in securing Commonwealth funding for a new
Community WiFi Program. This project will provide free public WiFi access for residents and visitors, with installation
and maintenance fully funded for the next five years. We look forward to working with the State Government and
delivery partners as consultation and planning begins. 

Planning for Napranum's Future 
Council continues to look ahead and plan for the long-term growth of our community. We are progressing
discussions regarding the future transfer of land east of the current shire boundary, which would support future
housing, community facilities and economic development opportunities. This work forms part of Council's broader
vision for a stronger and more sustainable Napranum. 

Community Events 
NAIDOC Week begins on 6 July, and we encourage everyone to take part in local celebrations recognising the
history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Australian Defence Force Exercise 
Community members may notice an increased Australian Defence Force presence in and around Napranum
during July as part of Exercise Austral Shield 2026. We thank residents for their understanding while these activities
take place. 

Councillor Development 
With recent changes to local government legislation, Council will be participating in additional governance and
leadership training provided by the Department of Local Government to ensure Councillors continue to meet their
responsibilities and serve the community effectively. 

Looking Ahead 
Council is currently preparing the 2026–2027 Annual Budget, which will help guide the delivery of essential services,
infrastructure projects and community priorities over the coming financial year. 
Council will also continue working with the Local Government Association of Queensland (LGAQ) by considering
motions that address issues affecting remote and Indigenous councils across Queensland. 
On behalf of Council, thank you for your continued support, patience and involvement in our community. We remain
committed to working alongside residents, Traditional Owners, community organisations and government partners
to continue building a stronger future for Napranum. 

Mark Kelleher 
Chief Executive Officer 
Napranum Aboriginal Shire Council 
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EMPLOYE
SPOTLIGHT

What is your name and/or nickname? 
Kristy Small
 
Where do you call home? 
Weipa for 25 years
 
What do you do for Council? 
I am the Office and Property Manager
 
What inspired you to join the team here? 
I had heard great things about the people that work here and 
that it is a great place to work.
 
How do you overcome challenges in your work? 
Research and revert back to procedures if required
 
What do you like to do outside of work time? 
Spend time with my 2 kids and husband
 
Is there a fun fact about you that your colleagues might not know? 
I am a avid chicken lady, I was also main point of contact for rescued and injured wildlife for
over 22 years

 If you could master a new skill instantly, what would it be? 
Singing
 
If you were stranded on a deserted Island, what would you want to have with you? 
My Husband and Children
 
What is the best piece of advice you have ever been given? 
You are only confined by the walls you build yourself and Happiness is never stopping to think if
you are
 
What would you like to be known/remembered for? 
I guess the Passion I had for rescuing and rehabilitating wildlife and being the best mum I can be
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Connecting to Country Through Culture
Over two days on Country, Ernest Madua Jr. owner of On Country
Consulting along with elders and family, guided the staff and students
from Cairns AFL House  through an authentic cultural awareness
experience, sharing traditional knowledge, skills and stories passed
down through generations. The boys learned about the significance of
Country, explored local bush environments, practised traditional spear
fishing and hunting techniques, and gained hands-on experience
preparing their catch. These activities provided a meaningful
opportunity to connect with culture while learning about the
importance of caring for Country and respecting traditional ways of life.

The program was about much more than learning practical skills—it
was about strengthening identity, building confidence, and creating
lasting connections. Through Ernest's mentorship, the young men were
encouraged to work together, show respect for one another, and
appreciate the cultural knowledge of Elders and community.
Experiences like these play a vital role in empowering young people,
strengthening cultural pride, and ensuring that traditional knowledge
continues to be shared with the next generation.

On Country 
Consulting



SATURDAY DROP INS
Our Saturday Drop-In Sessions continue to
be a favourite amongst our young people
who enjoy dropping by PCYC on a Saturday
afternoon for a game of dodgeball, to hang
with friends and enjoy a delicious lunch.

Recreational activities play an important role within our Club and
Culture space. These activities vary from anything arts and crafts,
including puzzles and games.   
Participating in recreational activities is highly beneficial to the health
and well-being of our youth. They help reduce stress, lower tension, and
alleviate symptoms of anxiety by triggering the release of endorphins.
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Napranum PCYC

DUKE OF ED PROGRAM – BRONZE LEVEL:  
ADVENTOUROUS JOURNEY WOLVERTON STATION 

Our Duke of Ed participants attended Wolverton Station where they completed their Bronze Level,
Adventurous Journey component.   
The level involved volunteering, developing a personal talent or practical ability, engaging in sport and
fitness and finishing it off with an Adventurous Journey.



JUNIOR AFL WITH AFL CAPE YORK 
So proud of our deadly AFL players turning up on Monday nights. Watching these young stars compete in the Junior
AFL competition with such passion, respect and pride is truly something special 👏👏  

 At Wolverton Station they participated and celebrated their journey with hiking, canoeing and horse therapy. 
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Napranum PCYC



BREAKFAST CLUB
Student Pick Up

School resumes on Monday 13 July 2026 after the June / July school holiday break. 
Our 12 seater bus will depart at 6.30am every school day and will make its way around Napranum to pick
up students to attend and receive breakfast and lunch.  We ask that you please be patient with our bus
pickups as we may have to collect with only one little bus.     
The last pick up will occur between 8.00am and 8.15am.  We kindly ask that your child/ren be ready for pick up when bus is
travelling around community as it is extremely difficult at times to return in a hurry when we have so many students to collect.    
Thank you for your support.  

Please contact Sgt Rhonda Spence on 0438 297 788 for more information on our Breakfast Club Program
and student pickup.   

AFTER DARK PROGRAM
Our After Dark Program is for youth 12+ years where they can come and
enjoy the company of their peers.   
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Napranum PCYC

CHANGED PHONE NUMBER
We have a new phone number, previously advertised on Napranum Community
Facebook Page.
New number is 4972 0266. You will be prompted to select a number to speak with a
relevant staff member.
Please be patient as we are operating without an admin person.



During this time, the remaining Nanum Wungthim Rangers on the
ground, conducted Wetland Surveillance in the Pennefather area with a
team member from Cape York NRM. 
 
Feral Animal Management requires the humane destruction of feral
animals in the areas, as they pose severe ecological and agricultural
damage, threatening biodiversity and local flora and fauna, also
spreading diseases. 
 
This training consisted of a combination of theory and practical
assessments, as well as high -risk activities: 

Oral DNA testing conducted every day – as requested by course
instructor to ensure that all participants were cleared (with 0.00 BAL
readings) prior to the course. 
Understanding the Marksmanship Principles. 

June has proved to be somewhat of a slow, but busy month for Nanum
Wungthim Rangers: with the Ranger Coordinator successfully
completing the online - Drug & Alcohol Testing training, meeting with
NQBP and CEO of Weipa Peninsula People to discuss restoration of
culturally significant sites in the area, and participating in the 2-day
Aerial Pig Culling Shoot, as part of their Strategic Plan – Feral Animal
Management and Turtle Management Plan as well as the Nestor (Nest
to Oceans) Program requirements through Cape York NRM prior to the
commencement of the Turtle Nesting Season. 
From the 22 – 25 June Ranger Coordinator, Apudthama Ranger
Coordinator and 2 Rangers from Mapoon safely and successfully
completed their Aerial Platform Training with trainers from Seymour Out
Bush, funded by Cape York NRM, again as part of their Feral Animal &
Turtle Management Plan requirements. 
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Nanum Wungthim Rangers

Operation and safe handling of firearms (on the ground and in the air)
– weapons testing, safe load and unload procedures, rectifying issues
and stoppages, zeroise weapons (not required, but weapons were
tested for zeroise). 
Maintain safe, clear and positive communications with the pilot,
members on the ground and campers in the area during the course. 
Test and adjust equipment – firearms and helicopter, allowing trainees
to conduct their training smoothly and efficiently. 

This training was provided to allow rangers to safely conduct aerial culling
within their areas of operations, under the supervision of mentors until such
time that they are confident enough to carry-out tasks independently. 
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Nanum Wungthim Rangers

Aerial Culling, is not just about shooting from a chopper, to be successful and competent in the task,
you have to understand the logistics involved in such a high-risk activity. With this training, rangers will
be able to plan, prepare and carry-out their work requirements efficiently.



Approximately 20 men from the Napranum community came together
for a three-day Men's On Country Camp at Bouchat, providing an
opportunity to reconnect with Country, strengthen cultural identity and
focus on personal wellbeing in a safe and supportive environment.
Facilitated by the Napranum Justice Reinvestment – Community
Engagement Team, the camp welcomed both overnight participants
and additional community members who joined throughout the three
days. The team respectfully acknowledged the Traditional Owners for
allowing the camp to take place on Country and for welcoming
participants, setting a culturally respectful foundation for the
experience.

This year's gathering followed a less structured format, allowing
participants to take ownership of their time and engage in meaningful
cultural activities. A key highlight was hunting with traditional spears
that participants had crafted during Men's Group engagement
sessions over the previous months. The spear-making process created
a strong sense of pride and ownership, which carried through into the
hunting activities on Country.
Throughout the camp, participants stepped away from the demands of
everyday life to reconnect through cultural practices, fishing, storytelling
and shared experiences. Time spent together around the camp
strengthened friendships, encouraged teamwork and created
opportunities for open conversations about men's health, mental
wellbeing, fatherhood and leadership within the community.

The camp was made possible through the collaborative efforts of
several Napranum Council teams. The Napranum Rangers and Parks
and Gardens Team assisted with transporting and setting up camp
equipment, while the Apunipima Men's Support Team helped pack
down and transport equipment at the conclusion of the camp. The
Napranum Justice Group also provided camping equipment and
additional support, helping ensure the camp ran smoothly from start to
finish.
Participants worked together to prepare meals, collect firewood,
maintain the campsite and support one another throughout the three
days. Fishing and other outdoor activities provided opportunities to
relax, share knowledge and further strengthen relationships between
participants.
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Men's On Country
Camp

The camp achieved its objectives of strengthening cultural identity,
improving social and emotional wellbeing and encouraging positive
peer support. Participants left with increased confidence, stronger
friendships, a deeper appreciation of cultural knowledge and traditions,
and a renewed commitment to staying positively involved within the
community. Many also reflected on the importance of regularly checking
in on their mental health and making time to reconnect with Country.
On the final evening, participants gathered around the campfire to
reflect on the experience, sharing what they had learned, what they
enjoyed and ideas for future camps. One of the strongest messages
from the group was a desire for future camps to run over a longer period,



allowing more time on Country to deepen cultural connections and strengthen relationships.
The overwhelmingly positive feedback reinforces the importance of continuing regular On Country
camps as part of the Napranum Justice Reinvestment Program, helping to build stronger men, stronger
families and a stronger Napranum community. Community members are encouraged to keep an eye
out for announcements regarding the next Bouchat On Country Camp.
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Men's On Country
Camp



Apunipima Cape York Health Council is calling on residents to start a healthy new habit this July by it making it the
month they get their yearly 715 Health Check done.
 
Booking in at the same time each year is a simple way to stay on top of your health—but health workers say a yearly
715 Health Check is about more than just your health.
 
For local Aboriginal Health Worker, Shaniqua Burke, the reason to go is clear—it’s about the people who depend on
you.
 
"Your family needs you strong," Shaniqua said. "Making your health a priority doesn’t just help you, it means you can
be around longer with your family."
 
A 715 Health Check is free and takes just 60 minutes, once a year. It gives you a clear picture of your health and can
pick up anything early—before it gets serious.
 
Shaniqua said it’s also a great way to stay connected.
 
“It’s a good way to come in, meet your Apunipima team and see all the other services available.”
 
Make July the month you put your health first: one hour, once a year, for a stronger you and a stronger community.
 
Book your 715 Health Check today
Call or drop in:
Charkil Om Primary Health Care Centre
📍 412 Moun Ding Street, Napranum QLD 4874
📞 07 4037 7390
 
Image caption: Apunipima Charkil Om staff (L-R) Aboriginal Health Practitioner Shontell Grogan, Aboriginal Health
Trainee Rayshana Ngallametta and Aboriginal Health Practitioner Shaniqua Burke.
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July is 715 Health Check Month in
Napranum – Let’s Get Strong Together

tel:+61740377390
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Matt Smith -
Member for
Leichhardt 

Hey Naparanum! I know you’re always going to enjoy a bit of good news and seeing how we’re halfway
through the year I thought I’d just take a look back at all the great developments we’ve secured in the last
year.

On the sporting front, the Play Our Way initiative funded $2 million for upgrades to the footy oval, to prioritise
women and girls’ participation.

We’re helping creatives get a fresh start with the Strong and Resilient Communities programme. This has
started helping locals to develop their creative arts and design their own works, providing opportunities for
artists to display and have their works for sale to enhance their income.

For the older generations, the Commonwealth Home Support is now there to help older residents live
independently by funding entry-level support services like domestic help, meals, transport, and personal care.

With over $6 million of new federal investment in Napranum in the past year, I want to reassure you that I will
always stand up for the community and it makes me extremely proud to represent Far Northerners in
Parliament.

I always value hearing your voices, and if you want to get in touch with my team at any time, you can call us
on 07 4051 2220, email matt.smith.mp@aph.gov. 

My friendly and helpful staff will be on hand to help you out. 

Hear from Matt Smith MP on

Investing in
Napranum's
Future

tel:+61740512220
mailto:matt.smith.mp@aph.gov




SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESS

Mediation can help resolve disputes in a less adversarial
way. When done right, it can lead to mutually beneficial
outcomes and preserve relationships.
Do you have a need for a mediator? You are in luck! 
Community members: Julie Mairu, Moira Bosen and Adidi
Wigness are all qualified mediators. 
For more information please contact:

Twal Justice Group of Elders 0438234739

On Country Consulting gives people an opportunity to engage
with the owner and lead consultant - Ernest Madua Jnr, a
traditional owner of the Alngith clan group. You will gain insights
into specific cultural practices, country, beliefs, and values. This
process is crucial to ensure culturally appropriate practices and
policies are being carried out. It promotes inclusivity, respect for
diversity, and mutual understanding, leading to more effective
communication and decision-making.

For more information please contact Ernest Madua Jnr on
0482515194.

WESTERN CIVIL & EARTHMOVING

With a fleet of high-quality, heavy-duty equipment, Western Civil
& Earthmoving specialise in a wide range of projects, from
residential landscaping to large-scale commercial construction.
Their team of skilled operators brings years of experience and a
commitment to safety, ensuring every job is completed 
efficiently and effectively.

For more information please email 
westerncearthmoving@gmail.com or call 0477538049

ON COUNTRY CONSULTING 

COMMUNITY MEDIATORS



SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL business

Whyte Adidi is a dedicated and skilled technician and an expert in
handling a wide range of machinery.

Rural Machinery & Mechanical Services provide a skilled service with
prompt response times and a commitment to customer satisfaction.

For more information please contact Whyte Adidi:
Mobile: 0477938320
Email: ruralmmservices@gmail.com

Transform your yard with Tjithii Lawn Care and Services! Tjithii specialise in
making lawns look their best. Their services include mowing, edging, weed
control, and rubbish removal, all tailored to your lawn's specific needs. Their
team of experienced and dedicated professionals use top-of-the-line
equipment and products to ensure your lawn is not only beautiful but also
healthy. 

For more information please email
 margie@tjithiilawncare.com.au or call 0499356879

Craving delicious food but don't want to cook? Look no further than
Napranum Takeaway & Catering, the café by the sea! They offer
some great snacks and meals to help pass the time as you wait for
the sunset or cool off at the waterpark. 

Mon-Fri 8am - 2pm & 4pm - 7.30pm
Saturday 10am 7.30pm 
Sunday 10am - 6.30pm

For more information please call Angela on 0474890328

NAPRANUM TAKEAWAY & CATERING

TJITHII LAWN CARE & SERVICES

RURAL MACHINERY & MECHANICAL SERVICES

KJB CLEANING SERVICE

KJB Cleaning Service is a proudly local business providing reliable, high-
quality cleaning solutions across Napranum, Weipa, and surrounding
areas. Whether it’s residential, commercial, or office spaces, we take pride
in delivering thorough and professional results every time. With attention
to detail, flexible scheduling, and a commitment to excellence, KJB
Cleaning Service ensures your space is left spotless and refreshed. For
friendly service you can trust, contact Krystle Booth today and let KJB
Cleaning take care of the mess — so you can focus on what matters
most!
Phone: 0497 754 169 | Email: krystlebooth867@gmail.com 

mailto:ruralmmservices@gmail.com
mailto:margie@tjithiilawncare.com.au


Address:
320 Wa Tyne Street
Napranum Qld 4874

Email:
FNHHWeipaHub@housing.qld.gov.au
Phone:

4036 5555
1800 325 111 (toll free within area)
07 4082 4702 (if office is unattended)
1300 650 910 (maintenance enquiries)
1800 808 107 (emergency maintenance 

       after hours)
Fax:

07 4036 5575
Opening hours

Please contact 07 4036 5555 to make 
       an appointment.

Church service: Every Sunday 10am - 12pm 
lunch provided
Prayer meeting: Every Saturday 6am-7am
Combined Service: 
Sunday 25th August 5pm

Fore more info pls contact 
Rev Tevita Niurua 

Ph: 0499356879
Email: margie@tjithiilawncare

Tjithii Lawn Care & Services 

For all your gardening services
please contact Margie and
Jason. Support your local
business owners!

Napranum
Takeaway &
Catering

Mon-Fri
8am - 2pm
4pm - 7.30pm
Saturday
10am  7.30pm 
Sunday
10am - 6.30pm

Ph: 0473020135

E:robertwigness48@gmail.com

RG Wigness Contracting
Garden Maintence and Fencing services
available. Support your local business 
and get in touch with Robert Wigness. 
Details below

Napranum
Takeaway &
Catering

APOSTOLIC JESUS NAME FELLOWSHIP 
Church Services
Mens Tarry: Weds 7pm
Womens Ministry: Friday’s 5.30pm
Childrens Ministry: Sunday mornings 9am
 Sunday Morning Church Service: 10.30am

For more information please contact: 
Pastor Egito Mairu: 0458330179

Charkil Om Primary Health Care
Centre (Apunipima)

 Phone: 07 4037 7390
Opening Hours 

Mon - Thurs 8.30am - 4pm
Friday 8.30am- 12pm

Opening hours: Mon, Tues,
Thurs & Fri (half day)

Napranum Office will be
open bi-weekly (every
second week)

8.30am - 4.30pm
(2pm - 4pm home visits)

COMMUNITY INFO
HOUSING

mailto:FNHHWeipaHub@housing.qld.gov.au
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