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NEWSLETTER

A Strong
Start
Together

Strong attendance is about more than just being in the
classroom — it gives children more opportunities to learn,
grow, build confidence and stay connected with their
school community.
Every day a student comes to school is another
opportunity to learn, grow, build confidence and stay
connected with their friends, teachers and school
community. The commitment our students are showing is
something to be proud of, and every small improvement is
worth celebrating.
Staff across the College are continuing to encourage
students, recognise their achievements and make
attendance something positive to work towards. Seeing
students take pride in reaching their goals and celebrating
their progress shows just how powerful encouragement
and recognition can be.
A big thank you goes to all parents, carers, families,
students and staff who are supporting this work. Together,
we are building positive attendance habits and giving
every child the best possible opportunity to learn, achieve
and succeed. Read more on page 7
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Hello everyone,
 
Welcome to this month's community update. It's been another busy
few weeks for Council, with exciting projects underway and plenty
happening around Napranum — so let me take you through it.
We'll start with some great news: Napranum has secured
Commonwealth funding to deliver free community WiFi, with
installation and maintenance covered for the next five years. Council
has been supporting this project since last year, so it’s exciting to finally

see it become a reality. Consultants are currently deciding the best locations for the service, so
there'll be more to share on that shortly.
While that's coming together, Council has finalised the Budget 26/27. It's the document that sets the
direction for the services, infrastructure and projects we'll deliver over the next 12 months, so getting it
right matters — it's really about making sure we keep investing in the things our community values
most.
 
Looking further ahead, Council has recommended keeping our two long-standing Special Holidays
for 2027 — Traditional Fishing Day and Cairns Show Day. These days mean a lot to our community,
and they'll now be submitted to the Queensland Government for official approval.
We're also thinking about the longer-term shape of Napranum itself. Work has begun on reviewing
our Planning Scheme, which will help guide future housing, development and land use across the
Shire. Planning properly today is how we make sure our community can keep growing sustainably for
the generations who come after us.
 
Alongside all this forward planning, we've been checking in on the basics too. Council recently
completed a Workplace Health and Safety audit across our facilities, and we're now working through
the recommendations to help keep our staff, visitors and community spaces safe.
Safety is also front of mind after dark. Shortly, our Community Patrol will be out every night from
9.00pm to 5.00am, helping support community safety and wellbeing overnight. If you see the team
out and about, be sure to say hello.
 
It's been a lively month around town too — we celebrated NAIDOC Week, welcomed members of the
Australian Defence Force during Exercise Austral Shield 26, and we'd like to congratulate Cr Margaret
Adidi on her appointment as Deputy Mayor for the coming year.
One last thing before I go — please note the August Ordinary Council Meeting has moved slightly,
and will now be held on Monday, 24 August, to allow the Mayor to attend official engagements in
Brisbane.
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support of Council and our community. We look forward to
sharing more with you next month.

Mark Kelleher
CEO 

A WORD FROM CEO





Napranum Celebrates a RAWsome
2026 IMF RAW Championships

The 2026 IMF RAW Championships were a wonderful
success, bringing people together from across
Australia for a weekend centred on connection,
culture, wellbeing, running and walking.
More than six months of planning went into the
event, from the first conversations through to
community visits, coordination, problem solving and
finally delivering the Championships on Alngith
Country.
Napranum was proudly represented throughout the
event, with one of our local relay teams taking out
the relay event — a fantastic achievement for the
community.

A sincere thank you goes to everyone across the
Napranum Aboriginal Shire Council workforce who
assisted and supported the event, whether through
logistical, administrative, on-Country or behind-the-
scenes support.
Special thanks also go to our local volunteers:

Veronica Convent
Kaylene Jawai
John Bosuen

Olivia from the Indigenous Marathon Foundation 

NAPRANUM RUNNING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS



shared her appreciation for the support received from Napranum and the wider community.

“We are extremely grateful to the Napranum community for being welcoming and accommodating, and
providing a place for connection, culture and wellbeing.”

Olivia also acknowledged the many organisations, community groups, Elders, leaders, volunteers and sponsors
who helped make the Championships possible. These included PCYC Napranum, Napranum and Weipa IMF
RAW, Napranum Justice Group, Kluthuthu Christian College, Napranum Takeaway and Catering, Weipa
Community Care Association, Queensland Ambulance Service, along with local Leaders, Elders and many
others working behind the scenes.

Local sponsors and supporters including Weipa Running Festival, Rio Tinto Weipa, Sodexo Australia and IBIS –
Islanders Board of Industry and Services – Community Enterprise Queensland were also recognised for helping
bring the event to life.

One of the most meaningful parts of the weekend was seeing RAW participants from across Australia come
together, encourage one another, share stories and celebrate their achievements.

As Olivia reflected:
“Beyond the finish line, this weekend was a reminder that the true strength of RAW lies in the people.”

The friendships formed, confidence built, encouragement shared and communities represented were just as
important as the running and walking itself.

Congratulations and thank you to everyone who contributed to making the 2026 IMF RAW Championships such
a memorable event.

And in true RAW spirit, the celebrations are not stopping here — planning is already beginning for the 2027 RAW
Championships.

NAPRANUM RUNNING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS





Attendance Update – A Strong Start Together! 

The start of term has been a little slower than usual as many
families returned from the school holidays and the Cairns Show.
Despite this, we are excited to share some positive news! 
By Week 3, our school attendance increased by 3%, allowing us to
reach our weekly attendance goal of 74% through our “TRY for 5!
Earn Your Paint” attendance initiative. This is a fantastic
achievement and reflects the commitment of our students,
families, and staff. 

To encourage regular attendance, teachers have been working
with students who have lower attendance by setting up individual
goals using 3-day, 4-day, or 5-day attendance cards. When
students achieve their goal, they visit the office to celebrate their
success and receive a prize. It has been wonderful to see so many
students working hard to improve their attendance and taking
pride in their achievements.   

We know that every family’s circumstances are different and a
child’s attendance is influenced by many factors. We would like to
thank all parents, carers and family members for the effort you
make each day to support your child’s education helping them get
to school.   

If your family is experiencing challenges that make school
attendance difficult, please reach out to us. We are here to work
alongside you to find practical solutions and provide support
where we can.   

Where schools, families and community work together, we create
stronger opportunities for every child to succeed.   
This term our TRY for 5! MVP is Elise Poi Poi.   

If you have any questions about attendance or need support
please contact the primary CEC Inyika on: 0418132618 or email:
inadr0@eq.edu.au 

 

WESTERN CAPE 
COLLEGE

Together we can
build strong

attendance, strong
learners and a strong

community. 



Exciting Times at Napranum Aged Care – Atakuny Village! 
It has been a wonderful and action-packed time for our Elders and
staff at Napranum Aged Care and Disability Services. From
community festivals and connecting on Country to celebrating
achievements and supporting health and wellbeing, our team has
been making some very special memories.

Our First-Ever Ruchook Festival Stall
Alice Adidi and Kaylene Masso had an awesome day attending
the Ruchook Festival last weekend, where Napranum Aged Care
proudly operated its very first festival stall!
Our stall served delicious marinated chicken wings with rice, along
with refreshing drinks. It was a fantastic opportunity for our Elders
and team to participate in the festival, connect with community
and showcase the spirit of Atakuny Village.

Celebrating Our Women on Country
Corine, Alice, Kaylene and Yantel shared a proud and memorable
moment as Alice and Kaylene received certificates recognising
their participation in the first Women’s On-Country Day in Mapoon.
This was a wonderful achievement and a beautiful celebration of
women, culture, connection and learning on Country.
Congratulations to both ladies—we are extremely proud of you!

A Meaningful Mapoon On-Country Experience
NADS staff members Justine Miller and Regina Mene joined Alice
and Kaylene for an amazing Mapoon On-Country camping and
day-trip experience.

The trip provided an opportunity to connect with Country, spend
meaningful time together and gain valuable cultural knowledge.
There was plenty of learning, storytelling, laughter and community
connection throughout the experience. 

Morning Tea, Movement and Wellbeing
NADS also hosted a special morning tea and occupational therapy
exercise session in partnership with Allied Health.
Our Elders enjoyed coming together for gentle movement,
exercise, conversation and a lovely shared morning tea. Activities
like these help support mobility, confidence, independence, social
connection and overall wellbeing.

At Napranum Aged Care, our focus is not only on providing
services—it is about creating opportunities for our Elders to remain
active, connected, culturally strong and involved in community life.
We are incredibly proud of our Elders, staff and everyone who
helped make these experiences possible. This is what Atakuny
Village is all about: culture, connection, care and community.

Napranum Aged and
Disability Services





Employment Pathways Program

 Alvie's getting some "wheely" good experience in Kuku'nathi
Services' new 𝗘𝗺𝗽𝗹𝗼𝘆𝗺𝗲𝗻𝘁 𝗣𝗮𝘁𝗵𝘄𝗮𝘆𝘀 𝗣𝗿𝗼𝗴𝗿𝗮𝗺. 

He's just started in 13 weeks of 𝙋𝘼𝙄𝘿 work experience with
Tyrepower Weipa. He is currently gaining valuable hands-
on industry experience, growing practical skills in wheel
balancing, wheel alignment, tyre fitting, tyre repairs and
tyre safety requirements, including identifying the minimum
legal tread depth. 

Alvie is enjoying his new role, engaging in the learning
opportunities provided, building his confidence, skills, and
employment-readiness within the automotive industry. And
best of all, he's earning an income while he learns!
Kuku'nathi Services have more local Western Cape
employers ready to help participants on their pathway right
now.

So, if you want to get paid to grow your skills and
experience in a local workplace, get in touch with the team
today!

EMPLOYMENT
PATHWAYS
NAPRANUM

VACANT POSTIONS

School Bus Driver          
Community Patrol Worker
Office and Property Manager
Water And Waste Officer
Bus Monitor
Community Field Officer
Youth Support Worker

 (See Kukunathi Services for these exciting positions)

Shop Assistant
Cleaner
Administration Officer
Childcare Assistant
Group Leader
Ranger (Identified)
Senior Ranger (Identified)

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61577299447448&__cft__[0]=AZb_6W5XNRlddNd20N1WroJoZnQee5ACH1aPk51niCycRrVL0pU81qHSLHKQmfbf8Q_YX4WKEUo81wnfnoxdgqbXxZZ1TFJTwDMFL9_2lapIwfL2iCKAILLsYwXgW7RC7bCUZO5xbJTBH1AAUYVK9xmLN6SUd1ng1cFqrYjxizqpDgrH0ULVoCueoobigDCXfis&__tn__=-]K-R




I know that we’re all being mindful of our spending at the moment, and that’s why we’ve brought in a whole
load of new cost of living measures that’ll help stretch your wallet just a little bit further.  
This month, I’d like to concentrate on how these measures will benefit you. 
As conflict overseas has pushed up prices at home, Labor has been focused on helping with the cost of
living. We know that many Australians feel like the economy isn’t working for them. And that’s been building
for decades. 

That’s why we’re delivering real change. 

Earlier this year we announced two really great funding initiatives that will help to keep food on your table
and grocery prices down. The Resilience and Efficiency package is delivering $37.2 Million to support an
additional 75 remote stores across the region. This will help in strengthening First Nations community stores
against supply chain interruptions and natural disasters. We have also funded the Low-Cost Essentials
Subsidy Scheme to the tune of $27.4 Million. This scheme reduces the cost of 30 staple grocery items in
remote First Nations communities by 30 to 50%, and that will be distributed amongst 225 local stores across
the Cape. 

I’m glad to say that we are now building critical infrastructure with our very own Maritime Strategic Fleet,
starting with the ANL Kokoda. The Kokoda is a 175 metre long cargo ship which will be deployed in times of
need, emergency or crises, such as natural disasters and supply chain disruptions. The ship will be on hand
to deliver supplies, equipment and be able to assist when Australian communities or industries need it
most. We expect it will be particularly vital to reach remote communities when extreme weather affects our
regions, making sure that you have food and supplies when other transport routes are cut off. 
  
I’d also like to concentrate on something slightly smaller scale, and indeed much closer to your home –
that’s right, I’m talking about the all new Leichhardt Community Calendar! 
After several months and countless entries, our judging panel has finally selected the final thirteen photos
for the Leichhardt Community Calendar. Sporting a range of beautiful photography selected from local
submissions, the calendar has scenes and wildlife from all across our beautiful electorate of Leichhardt,
spanning from the Esplanade up to the Torres Strait, stopping off at Kuranda, the Cairns Northern Beaches
and plenty more along the way. It will look beautiful on your wall or shelf, and even better it’s completely
free! 

Simply head to your local council office and they should have a calendar waiting for you at the front desk.
Stocks are limited though, so please make sure to secure one today. 
A huge thank you to everyone who took the time to send in their artwork, it was a real challenge to make the
final selections, and if your photo didn’t make it in, there’s always next year to try again! 
 

MATT  SMITH 
Member   for
Leichhardt

MP

Words from your Member for Leichhardt 





NAPRANUM WOMEN’S ON
COUNTRY CAMP 

Women Connect on Country at Mapoon
Around 29 women from Weipa and Napranum recently came
together for a special Women’s On-Country Camp at Mapoon, taking
time out of their weekend to connect, yarn and enjoy being on
Country together.

The camp provided a great opportunity for women from both
communities to step away from their usual routines and spend
meaningful time with one another in a relaxed and supportive
environment.

Throughout the weekend, the women enjoyed fishing, gathering
seafood, preparing and cooking food, sharing meals and yarning
together. These activities created plenty of space for laughter,
storytelling and meaningful conversations.

Sharing food was also a special part of the camp, with the women
gathering and preparing seafood together before sitting down to
enjoy meals as a group.



NAPRANUM WOMEN’S ON
COUNTRY CAMP 

The Women’s On-Country Camp was a wonderful reminder of the
importance of making time for connection, culture, Country and
each other.

A special note of thanks and appreciation goes to Napranum
Aboriginal Shire Council and staff, particularly Corine and her team,
the Napranum Twal Justice Group, Mapoon Aboriginal Shire Council
and staff, Mapoon Rangers, Mapoon Church, Weipa Gourmet Meats,
Weipa Bakery and Weipa Community Care for their support and
contribution.

A big thank you to all the women who took time out of their weekend
to take part and contribute to such a positive gathering. With around
29 women attending, the camp was a beautiful opportunity to
strengthen relationships and enjoy the simple but important things
— being on Country, sharing food and having a good yarn. 

If you’re thinking about joining the next Women’s On-Country Camp,
it will be held from 10–12 September. Notices are now up on the
Napranum Aboriginal Shire Council Facebook page, so keep an eye
out for further details and register your interest if you would like to
take part.

For more information, please contact Corine Matasia at Council.



Napranum Property Inspection Schedule

NQ Women’s Legal Service



NAPRANUM TAKEAWAY &
CATERING

Napranum Takeaway & Catering Opening Soon

Exciting things are happening at Napranum Takeaway & Catering, with renovations now entering their final
stages.

The upgraded venue is almost ready to welcome the community back, and we’re looking forward to providing a
refreshed space where people can stop in for a bite to eat, enjoy a hot coffee and take in the beautiful views of
the foreshore.

Whether it’s catching up with family and friends, grabbing something to eat or simply sitting back and enjoying
a peaceful sunset, the newly renovated Napranum Takeaway & Catering will offer a welcoming place for the
community to relax and enjoy.

The final touches are now being completed, and it won’t be long before the doors are open.

Watch this space, Napranum — we’re opening soon!

More updates and opening information will be shared shortly.

Before...

Be sure to keep an eye out
for upcoming notices from

Napranum Takeaway &
Catering for the official

reopening date once
renovations are complete.



SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESS

Mediation can help resolve disputes in a less adversarial
way. When done right, it can lead to mutually beneficial
outcomes and preserve relationships.
Do you have a need for a mediator? You are in luck! 
Community members: Julie Mairu, Moira Bosen and Adidi
Wigness are all qualified mediators. 
For more information please contact:

Twal Justice Group of Elders 0438234739

On Country Consulting gives people an opportunity to engage
with the owner and lead consultant - Ernest Madua Jnr, a
traditional owner of the Alngith clan group. You will gain insights
into specific cultural practices, country, beliefs, and values. This
process is crucial to ensure culturally appropriate practices and
policies are being carried out. It promotes inclusivity, respect for
diversity, and mutual understanding, leading to more effective
communication and decision-making.

For more information please contact Ernest Madua Jnr on
0482515194.

WESTERN CIVIL & EARTHMOVING

With a fleet of high-quality, heavy-duty equipment, Western Civil
& Earthmoving specialise in a wide range of projects, from
residential landscaping to large-scale commercial construction.
Their team of skilled operators brings years of experience and a
commitment to safety, ensuring every job is completed 
efficiently and effectively.

For more information please email 
westerncearthmoving@gmail.com or call 0477538049

ON COUNTRY CONSULTING 

COMMUNITY MEDIATORS



SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL business

Whyte Adidi is a dedicated and skilled technician and an expert in
handling a wide range of machinery.

Rural Machinery & Mechanical Services provide a skilled service with
prompt response times and a commitment to customer satisfaction.

For more information please contact Whyte Adidi:
Mobile: 0477938320
Email: ruralmmservices@gmail.com

Transform your yard with Tjithii Lawn Care and Services! Tjithii specialise in
making lawns look their best. Their services include mowing, edging, weed
control, and rubbish removal, all tailored to your lawn's specific needs. Their
team of experienced and dedicated professionals use top-of-the-line
equipment and products to ensure your lawn is not only beautiful but also
healthy. 

For more information please email
 margie@tjithiilawncare.com.au or call 0499356879

Craving delicious food but don't want to cook? Look no further than
Napranum Takeaway & Catering, the café by the sea! They offer
some great snacks and meals to help pass the time as you wait for
the sunset or cool off at the waterpark. 

Mon-Fri 8am - 2pm & 4pm - 7.30pm
Saturday 10am 7.30pm 
Sunday 10am - 6.30pm

For more information please call Angela on 0474890328

NAPRANUM TAKEAWAY & CATERING

TJITHII LAWN CARE & SERVICES

RURAL MACHINERY & MECHANICAL SERVICES

KJB CLEANING SERVICE

KJB Cleaning Service is a proudly local business providing reliable, high-
quality cleaning solutions across Napranum, Weipa, and surrounding
areas. Whether it’s residential, commercial, or office spaces, we take pride
in delivering thorough and professional results every time. With attention
to detail, flexible scheduling, and a commitment to excellence, KJB
Cleaning Service ensures your space is left spotless and refreshed. For
friendly service you can trust, contact Krystle Booth today and let KJB
Cleaning take care of the mess — so you can focus on what matters
most!
Phone: 0497 754 169 | Email: krystlebooth867@gmail.com 

mailto:ruralmmservices@gmail.com
mailto:margie@tjithiilawncare.com.au


Address:
320 Wa Tyne Street
Napranum Qld 4874

Email:
FNHHWeipaHub@housing.qld.gov.au
Phone:

4036 5555
1800 325 111 (toll free within area)
07 4082 4702 (if office is unattended)
1300 650 910 (maintenance enquiries)
1800 808 107 (emergency maintenance 

       after hours)
Fax:

07 4036 5575
Opening hours

Please contact 07 4036 5555 to make 
       an appointment.

Church service: Every Sunday 10am - 12pm 
lunch provided
Prayer meeting: Every Saturday 6am-7am
Combined Service: 
Sunday 25th August 5pm

Fore more info pls contact 
Rev Tevita Niurua 

Ph: 0499356879
Email: margie@tjithiilawncare

Tjithii Lawn Care & Services 

For all your gardening services
please contact Margie and
Jason. Support your local
business owners!

Napranum
Takeaway &
Catering

Mon-Fri
8am - 2pm
4pm - 7.30pm
Saturday
10am  7.30pm 
Sunday
10am - 6.30pm

Ph: 0473020135

E:robertwigness48@gmail.com

RG Wigness Contracting
Garden Maintence and Fencing services
available. Support your local business 
and get in touch with Robert Wigness. 
Details below

Napranum
Takeaway &
Catering

APOSTOLIC JESUS NAME FELLOWSHIP 
Church Services
Mens Tarry: Weds 7pm
Womens Ministry: Friday’s 5.30pm
Childrens Ministry: Sunday mornings 9am
 Sunday Morning Church Service: 10.30am

For more information please contact: 
Pastor Egito Mairu: 0458330179

Charkil Om Primary Health Care
Centre (Apunipima)

 Phone: 07 4037 7390
Opening Hours 

Mon - Thurs 8.30am - 4pm
Friday 8.30am- 12pm

Opening hours: Mon, Tues,
Thurs & Fri (half day)

Napranum Office will be
open bi-weekly (every
second week)

8.30am - 4.30pm
(2pm - 4pm home visits)

COMMUNITY INFO
HOUSING

mailto:FNHHWeipaHub@housing.qld.gov.au
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